
Welcome to Tenth Grade Honors Chemistry at Scottsdale Preparatory Academy! 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
I am looking forward to working with you and your student as we explore chemistry together.  To ensure 
student success throughout the year, please take a few moments to review the attached items with your 
student: 
 

● Course syllabus, major assignments summary and supply list 
● Minimum writing requirements  
● Parent/Guardian commitment  
● “Student Information and Syllabus” form   (please complete & return by Monday, August 13th) 
● Student Safety Contract   (please complete & return by Monday, August 13th) 
● Goggle Purchasing Form   (please complete & return by Monday, August 13th) 

 
I believe in challenging students in the classroom and have high academic and behavioral expectations 
for each student.  I intend to maintain a positive environment where each student will be recognized and 
valued for their unique talents and abilities, while being challenged to grow in new ways.  
 
Sincerely,  
Shannon Campos 
scampos@scottsdaleprep.org 
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Honors Chemistry Syllabus 2018-2019 
Instructor:  Mrs. Campos 
Room Number:  215 
Email Address:  scampos@scottsdaleprep.org  
Class Website: http://scampos77.weebly.com/chemistry  
Tutoring:  TBA or by appointment. 
 
Course Content 
This course covers the major principles of general chemistry and offers a brief introduction to the 
nomenclature and fundamentals of organic chemistry.  The primary goals of the course are to provide 
students with a solid conceptual and mathematical understanding of chemical behavior while bridging 
concepts between math, physics and biology.  Underlying these goals is an examination of energy 
changes and a systematic analysis of the electron as the mechanism of energy change in chemical 
systems.  Furthermore, students should acquire small-scale laboratory skills and continue to refine lab 
reporting skills gained in previous science courses.  Labs should avoid, as much as possible, mimicry of 
recipes.  Students will be presented with a problem and the opportunity to design their own experiments 
to solve the problem (or given a framework in which the student must provide the explanatory details). 
 
Lessons are designed around initial student observations of lab demonstrations or on student designed 
lab experiments.  Concepts and mathematical models are developed from student discussions of 
observations as well as through teacher-led discussions. 
 
Course Format & Expectations 
Readings, lab experiments, demonstrations, research, simulations, and projects will supplement the daily 
class discussion.  Students are expected to proactively participate and contribute daily with their best 
effort, act in a scholarly manner, be accountable and take ownership of their education.  Students are also 
expected to practice active listening, organize their chemistry materials according to instructor 
requirements, consistently take notes and outline pertinent information from each reading assignment and 
classroom discussion in order to ensure thorough understanding of the material.  Students are also 
expected to take the initiative to seek out clarification of unclear concepts.  Tutoring hours will be 
announced in class but students are always welcome to stop by the faculty office with any questions they 
have before or after school. 
 
The interactive nature of daily classroom discussion will require thorough prior preparation.  Student 
confidence and success with the subject material is frequently directly linked to that student’s level of 
preparation for each class session. The ability to think critically and analyze information with an open 
mind will be key to probing the concepts associated with this course. 
Course Schedule: 
The course will proceed according to the following general schedule (subject to change): 
 

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 

Matter & Energy 
Atoms 
Moles 
Periodic Table 
Compounds 

Bonding 
Chemical Composition 
Stoichiometry 
Causes of Change 

States of Matter 
Solutions 
Equilibrium 
Acids & Bases 

Reaction Rates 
Electrochemistry 
Organic Chemistry 
Nuclear Chemistry 
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Course Grading: 
Projects & Lab Write Ups (20%):  Throughout the year there will be numerous lab activities requiring 
formal write-ups, at least one assigned research paper, as well as additional project activities.  Labs will 
be performed often, with differing levels of at-home completion requirements.  Papers and some project 
items will largely be done outside of school.  All major projects (e.g., research papers, certain labs and 
project activities) are considered to have “standing homework” and will require at-home activities which 
are to be done in parallel with regular daily/weekly class preparation.  Weekend homework may also 
entail activities related to major projects.  Requirements and timelines for research papers and project 
deliverables will be provided before these projects begin to allow ample planning and completion time. 
History has consistently demonstrated that those students who carefully adhere to the requirements and 
timelines have superior knowledge retention and quality of work, while taking greater pride in their 
individual accomplishments. 
 
Quizzes and Tests (60%): Quizzes will cover material presented in the class and/or material assigned as 
homework since the prior quiz. Quizzes can be announced or unannounced and will typically be 
administered weekly.  Quizzes are given to measure both understanding of the material as well as to help 
students develop strong study habits.  Tests will be administered periodically during the quarter to test 
understanding and comprehension of key concepts.  An exam may be administered at the end of each 
quarter and/or semester and be comprehensive in scope with regard to the information covered during 
the quarter or semester.  Any topics covered during the quarter or semester (whether in class or as 
homework) are fair game for inclusion on a test or an exam. 
Test corrections: One test correction will be offered per Quarter for students to earn back half credit per 
point missed, which may bring their test grade up to and no more than a total of 75%.  
Correction policy does NOT apply to quizzes. 
  
Homework (10%):  Homework will be assigned daily and usually consists of preliminary work to prepare 
for the next class discussion and/or a review of that day’s notes recorded during the class discussion. 
Homework is typically reviewed the following day in class and may also be collected.  Excepting approved 
delays, homework must be completed and ready to submit in class at the next class meeting.  Homework 
not turned in at this time will be considered incomplete.  Homework which does not meet the “Minimum 
Writing Requirements” guidelines will be considered incomplete.  Incomplete or missing homework will 
receive a grade of zero, but is still due.  Multiple missing or incomplete homework assignments will result 
in lunch or after school detentions, as determined by the instructor.  Similarly, the instructor may require a 
student to make up missing homework or other items not completed in class, during student “free time” 
periods, such as lunch break. 
 
Participation (10%):  Participation is a very important aspect of student achievement at SPA.  Each 
student is expected to consistently contribute to class discussions in a conscientious and meaningful 
manner, and participate appropriately during labs and other group work.  Answers to posed questions, 
thoughtful questions about the subject matter, and comments about a given topic or experiences related 
to the subject being discussed are all acceptable ways of class participation.  Such participation will aid in 
understanding of the course material.  Each student is expected to cultivate a positive, proactive attitude 
toward their learning.  Student behavior during class will also be a factor in grading. 
 
Semester Grade Breakdown: Semester grades will be calculated by averaging Quarter grades and by 
factoring in the semester final (which is cumulative) and counts for 15% of semester grade.  
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Missed Work:  Any daily missed work (including homework, tests, quizzes, class notes, etc.) due to an 
excused absence will receive an extension (typically 24 hours) to allow students time to make it up.  It is 
the student’s responsibility to find out what was missed and to make arrangements to obtain any notes, 
handouts and make up work.  Please note that this extension does not apply to those assignments 
(research papers or project items, for example) where a long-term timeline or due date was 
communicated earlier to students.  Late long-term assignments will be issued zero or partial credit only, 
as determined by the instructor.  
 
Tutoring:  Tutoring will be available weekly according to the schedule announced in class.  For general 
tutoring, students should feel free to seek help from any chemistry instructor.  Because tutoring is limited, 
it is intended as additional help for students who are seeking a more thorough understanding of the 
principles presented during class.  Tutoring hours may also be used to make up missing quizzes, tests or 
other assignments missed due to absence.  Tutoring is not intended to replace class time for students 
who were not attentive to regular instruction, nor is tutoring an appropriate time for students or parents to 
discuss performance.  These concerns, and others, should be reserved for private discussions by 
appointment only. 
 
Email Communication:  The best way to get in contact with the instructor is by email. My email is 
scampos@scottsdaleprep.org. Please do not hesitate to contact me. Emails will be answered within 24 
hours. Emails sent after 5 P.M. on Fridays will be answered Monday by 5 P.M. 
 
Supplies: 
INDIVIDUAL MATERIALS (brought by student & replenished from home as needed) 

● Scientific or graphing 
calculator 

● Goggles (Purchase info 
TBA) 

● Pencils (mechanical ok) 
& erasers 

● Lined notebook paper 
● Graph paper  
● Ruler with metric units 

(cm, mm) 

● Small, portable stapler 
with staples 

● Small, portable pencil 
sharpener 

● Colored pencils 

 
Optional, but very useful items: 

● Disinfecting desk wipes 
● Kleenex (boxed & personal size) 
● Hand sanitizer 
● Paper towels 

 
Minimum Requirements for Writing Assignments:  
To be considered for grading, each writing assignment must meet the below requirements, unless 
otherwise instructed.  Assignment will be returned without grading as “incomplete” or “missing” unless the 
minimum requirements are met. 
 

● Title of assignment in center of upper white margin 
● FIRST page:  
● Full student first & last names listed in upper LEFT hand corner of white margin  
● Instructor’s name listed below student name  (“Mrs. Campos”) 
● Course & Period listed below instructor name (ex. “Chemistry Period 3”) 
● Complete date listed below course & section in appropriate format 
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● ALL pages:  Student last name and page number in upper RIGHT hand corner of white margin 
● Notebook paper holes on left side of paper 
● Paper should have no rips, crumples, stains or “fuzz” from torn out spiral notebook 
● Assignment should be legibly handwritten or typed (11 or 12 pt. font, 1.5 spaced or double 

spaced) 
● All paragraphs should be indented 
● Stray marks or corrections must be fully erased 
● Writing should only rarely, if at all, extend beyond right-hand margin notebook paper “red-line”  
● If assignment includes your response to questions, questions should be restated as part of 

answer, and answers must be in complete sentences (no one-word or partial sentence answers) 
● Paper should have no drawings or stray comments written on it unless part of assignment 
● Writing must be in your own words, unless citing a quotation 
● Multiple pages should be stapled together in upper left hand corner before collection of 

assignment, with title, heading, student name and page numbers as listed above 
● Basic conventions (beginning capitalization, punctuation, spelling, etc.) must be evident 
● Bottom margin of each page must have white space, of at least 3 lines. 
● Correct MLA bibliography format (if applicable).  Standard to be provided. 
● SAMPLE FIRST PAGE: 

 
 

Ima A. Student Student - 1 
Mrs. Campos 
Chemistry  Period 2 
August 10, 2018 
 

Historical Figures in Science 
 

     The definition of “science” through the ages has changed dramatically as structured methodologies 
became common practice, as testing and technology improved and as … 
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Parent / Guardian Commitment: 
 
Learning is not a school-only endeavor.  It is important that the activities we do in the classroom are 
consistently reinforced at home.  I would appreciate your commitment to directly support the following 
from home throughout the year: 
 

● Reinforce and remind your student about their ownership of their choices and consequences, and 
about taking responsibility for their actions and education 

● Reinforce the importance of respecting others’ time, property, space, and learning environment 
● Review and discuss nightly homework & corrected work or tests 
● Encourage student note-taking along with the use of notes for homework, test preparation, & lab 

activities 
● Reinforce class material organization strategies (e.g., binder sections and their use as study aids)  
● Reinforce and support all lab safety policies 
● Support drilling on weekly vocabulary words and key concepts 
● Support adherence to minimum writing requirements and citing of sources using correct 

bibliography format (to be provided) 
● Ensure that your child promptly obtains books, supplies, and other assigned items 
● Make public library & computer resources available as needed 
● Oversee computer assignments and Internet usage outside of school 
● Replenish school supplies as needed 
● Avoid replacement fees for lost or damaged school materials by reinforcing respect and 

responsibility for others’ property (e.g., textbooks, etc.) 
● Ensure that any incomplete/missing homework or in-class practice assignments, or behavior 

issues not closed by the end of the school day are addressed at home 
● Realize that items contained in this packet and available electronically are subject to change 

 
 

Please review the below items and sign: 
● I’ve reviewed all materials in the syllabus and support the “Parent/Guardian Commitment” items. 
● I will ensure that any behavior issues not closed by the end of the school day, will be addressed 

at home. 
 
 
STUDENT PRINT NAME:  ______________________________ SECTION/PERIOD #: _____ 
PARENT/GUARDIAN PRINT NAME:___________________________ 
PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE:____________________________ DATE: __________________
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GOGGLE PURCHASING FORM 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
For safety purposes during science labs, your child must wear protective eye gear, i.e. goggles. Each science 
classroom at Scottsdale Prep is equipped with a limited number of safety goggles. However, in the interest of 
sanitation and safety, we encourage students to purchase their very own pair of goggles, which can be used for 
science classes throughout their academic careers.  
 
Goggles may be purchased through the school or you may choose to purchase your child’s goggles from an 
alternative source. However, if you do choose to purchase your child’s goggles from a source other than Scottsdale 
Prep, the safety goggles MUST comply with the following standards (Flinn Scientific, 2008): 
According to the American National Standards Institute (ANSI Z87.1): 

● “Lenses shall resist impact from a 25.4 mm diameter steel ball dropped from 127 cm” 
● “Lenses shall resist penetration from a projectile weighing 44.2 g dropped from 127 cm” 
● Goggles must meet ANSI Z87.1-2003 + D3, D4, and D5 standards. 
● Goggles must also provide splash protection and a “snug seal” around the eyes. Chemical splashes cannot 

enter the goggles. 
● Ventilation must be provided through lens channels and molded-in vents. 

  
Students who purchase goggles will be responsible for: 

● Providing a Ziploc bag for storage 
● Writing their full name on both the Ziploc bag and the goggles (across the top) in permanent marker 
● Replacing lost or damaged goggles 

 
Please check one of the following options and return this form to your science teacher by Monday, August 13th: 

❏ I am purchasing my child’s goggles through Scottsdale Prep and will pay the $10 fee through Configio at 
https://scottsdaleprep.configio.com/  by Friday, August 24th.  Please do not send in checks or cash with 
your child.  
Directions for purchase: 
* Go to above website, sign in, select “Additional Products” (find on bottom left of page under “Search” 
category), choose goggle quantity and click “Add to Cart”, select your child, click “Save & Continue”, 
choose your child’s science teacher, click “Save & Continue”, and then you will be taken to the payment 
screen (enter payment info and select appropriate prompts to finalize payment). 

❏ I am purchasing my child’s goggles elsewhere (NOT through Scottsdale Prep) and I will ensure they meet 
the standards listed above. My child will bring goggles to school no later than Monday, September 11th. 

❏ My child is going to borrow classroom goggles, and they will be responsible for sanitizing them with 
provided sanitizers before each lab activity. *Donation of rubbing alcohol AND/OR Clorox wipes would be 
helpful. 

❏ I already have goggles, and will bring them to school no later than Monday, August 13th. 
 
Any excess funds from fees will be applied toward spare goggle purchase and/or goggle storage. Please note that 
students without goggles will not be permitted to participate in lab activities. 
 
Sincerely,  
SPA Science Faculty 
 
 
Student Name (printed):  __________________________________________        Section/Period: _______ 
 
Parent Name (printed): __________________________________________  
 
Parent Signature:          __________________________________________             Date: _______________ 
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